A Member of the Reichstag in My Twenties
lished in almost the entire Catholic press of Germany.
A journalist member of my own parliamentary group
wrote a similar article in which he voiced exaggerated
enthusiasm. Naturally, these writings became the
object of gossip in the house, and gave rise to many
troublesome jokes. I would have preferred to vanish
until it was all forgotten.
What an eventful period of my life was this year
1920 ! With the adoption of the bill on the shop
stewards a completely new task was conferred upon
me. We thought the bill unsatisfactory, since it did
not fulfil the promises made to the revolutionary
masses, but we recognized that it was a beginning.
It placed a totally new responsibility upon the active
union men in factories and mines. The shop stewards
were made not only the trustees of their fellow workers
but also the guardians of the common good. They
had the duty of opposing measures proposed by the
executives of industry when these measures were felt
to be inimical to the general welfare of the nation.
It was the duty of the employer or his representative
to report periodically to the shop stewards on the
situation of the enterprise and of the trade, to present
and explain to them the balance and the profit and
loss account. One or two representatives of the shop
council were delegated to sit on the board of directors
of each corporation.
We knew that most of the workers were unprepared
for this new responsibility. But we were convinced
that there was enough intelligence among the labour-
ing classes and that appropriate training would develop
capacities that might surprise those employers who
considered the law harmless because of the workers'